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ABSTRACT

This research waa descriptive researt
with the main aim to analyze the studel
descriptive text qualityn English subje. The
components that were analized analyzed ir
descriptive text written by the studerwere
developing ideas, organizing ideas, gramr
vocabulary and mechanics. These
components weranalyzed based on the fi
categories, they are excelleggod, satisfactory
weak and poor. The participants of this arch
were 30 studenti® their secon year of MAN 2
Padang. The topic was abouilaces, in which
the studentchose the place that they want
describe The technigue used to get
participants of the reseraahas cluster random
sampling technique. The data of the rese
were taken by using writing te

In this research it was found that -
students faced some difficulties in organiz
ideas and developing ideas. Some of thdents
were unable to develop the ideas well. It was
found in their second writing, there were
improvements on the developing ide

Furthermore, the students were unabl
identify and describe the objects in organiz
ideas components. In theammar components,
the students did not find major difficulti
because the tense was simple present tense
was expressed only in simple sentences the
vocabulary componentit was found that few
students were unable to use the approp
words todescribe the place and they used s
Indonesian words too. For the mechal
component, the students did ndnd major
difficulties in using theppropriate mechani

Based on the result of the research,
students are suggestéd pay attention tohe
whole components of the descriptive t
especially in developing and organizing id
components. It is suggested to the teache
MAN 2 Padang to use an effective strategy
give various ways to develops students’ id
The teacher should help students to
brainstorm the ideas or make an outline of t
writing, to help the students to organize |
develop their ideas well.

Key Word: students’ ability, descriptive writing

ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini terdiri dari masalah, tuju
penelitian, metoda, temuan penelitian
kesimpulan. Penelitianini terfokus kepad
kemampuan siswa dalam menulis teks deskr
Teks deskriptif termsuk kedalam jenis teks y
tidak terlalu sulit namun masitditemukan
beberapa kesulitan yang dihadapi siswa
menulis karangan ini, fenomena inilah ye

melatar belakangi peneliti ingin  melakuk
penelitian ini. Tujuan dari penelitian ini ada
untuk menganalisa kemampuan siswa de
menulis teks deskriptif. &8lam mengumpulka
data, peneliti menggunakan tes menulis set
instumen dalam menganalisa tulisan sis
Penelitian ini merupakan sebuah peneliti
descriptive quantitative yang bertujuan un
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menganalisis kualitas siswa dalam menulis tel&dangkan pada komponen grammar tidak
deskriptif. Komponen-komponen yang dianalisisinemukan kesulitan karena teks deskriptif
dalam teks deskriptif yang ditulis adalaltsecara umum menggunakan kalimat-kalimat
struktur-struktur umum dalam menulis teksederhana. Pada komponen kosa kata juga masih
deskriptif itu sendiri, komponennya adalalditemukan beberapa kesulitan oleh beberapa
pengembangan ide, pengorganisiran ide, tabaang siswa dalam mengaplikasikan kosa kata
bahasa, kosa kata dan tanda baca. Penditihasa inggris yang baik, bahkan diantara
menganalisis kemampuan menulis siswmereka masih ada yang menggunakan bahasa
berdasarkan lima kategori: sangat bagus, baglisdonesia. Untuk komponen tanda baca juga
cukup, lemah, kurang dan sangat kurangidak ditemukan kesalahan yang begitu berarti.
Berdasarkan lima kategori ini maka dianalisislaBerdasarkan hasil penelitian ini guru disarankan
hasil tes menulis deskriptif siswa berdasarkamtuk lebih memperhatikan pengajaran struktur
rubrik skor yang digunakan. Topik yang dituliseks deskriptif dalam pengembangan ide,
siswa merupakan topik tentang tempat/placeengaturan ide, grammar, kosa kata san mekanik.
Mereka dapat memilih “tempat” mana saja yan@uru juga diharapkan lebih banyak memberikan
mereka inginkan. Penelitian ini dilakukan dicontoh dan latihan mengenai deskriptif teks
MAN 2 Padang kelas Xl IPAL. Hasil penelitiankepada siswa sehingga tercapai tujuan
ini menggambarkan bahwa siswa menghadapéndidikan dengan baik, khususnya mata
kesulitan dalam mengorganisir ide damelajaran baahsa inggris. Guru dapat melakukan
mengembangkan ide. Mereka tidak mamphbrainstorming dan outlining sebelum menulis
mengembangkan ide pada teks yg mereka tulsebuah teks berbahasa Inggris.

Kata Kunci: kemampuan menulis, karangan deskriptif

I INTRODUCTION

Writing is usually regarded as the mosfhere are twelve genres that are taught to senior
difficult skill to learn, not only because of thehigh school students. Those are descriptive,
needs to master many skills of English; readingecount, narrative, procedure, explanation,
speaking, vocabulary, grammar and etc, but alsliscussion, exposition, news item, Information
because of the difference between the learnergport, annecdote and review. Researcher
native language rules and that of the languadecused on descriptive text which is taught to
being learned. In expressing idea one shoutdem in their second year. As stated above,
consider many aspects that will support writingjescriptive text is taught by introducing the
such as, the relationship between topic, idea astudents to the model text with a hope that they
context, correct grammar, good spellingwill be able to write the genre well.
mechanics, and vocabulary. Based on the Senidrdescriptive text is a text by which a writer &ie
High School Competency Based Curriculum, thi picture what he is describing. Description is
students are expected to be able to communicatsed to describe a particular thing/object, place,
in English both in oral and written form. Inor person. In this research, the students wrote a
senior high school in Indonesia, the skill oplace. For example; Where is the place?, How
writing is taught by using genre based approachig is it? How cold or warm is the place?, How
Students are introduced to some genres addes the place make you feel? why?, What things
taught through the model of reading texts whemean you see in this place? etc. For example,
they are explicitly taught about the socialvhen a student wants to describe about his
function, the generic structures, and the languageuse, so, he should have background knowledge
features of the genres. By introducing them to thebout parts of his house.
reading model texts, they are expected to knoirom the explanation above, the researcher
and understand the difference between one gernméerested to analyze and focus on students’
to another in English, so that they are able wifficulties in writing descriptive text such as
write the genres by themselves with the righldeveloping their ideas, organizing ideas,
order of generic structures and the correct use glammar, mechanics and using vocabulary
the language features of genres. appropriately. There are two generic structures of
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descriptive writing: identification and vocabulary, organization of ideas, spelling, and
description. Identification is a part of text whergunctuation marks.
the students could identify the phenomenon and Writing becomes the most difficult skill

description was the part where the students anden it is learned by the foreign language
able to describe parts, qualities andearners. “Writing is a difficult skill for native
characteristics. speakers and non-native speakers; because
In writing a descriptive text, studentswriters must be able write it in multiple issues
often found some difficulties although they haveuch as content, organization, purpose, audience,
been guided by their teachers to write it. Thergocabularies and mechanics such as punctuation,
are some difficulties that students face duringpelling, and capitalization” (Rass, 2001:30).
writing the descriptive paragraph: first, theAccording to Brown (2001): “writing is thinking
problem in developing the ideas. Some studenpsocess, because writing is a process of putting
write many main ideas in one paragraph; the idédeas down on paper to transform thought into
of the paragraph is still ambiguous. Sometimes,words and give them structure and coherent
is also found that some paragraphs are written émganization”. Hugley et al (1983:3) explain that
one sentence only. The idea of the paragraph wagiting is a communicative act. It depends upon
still not clear. Second, the problem in organizinghe awareness of the social expectation”. This
the ideas to write a descriptive text. A paragrapimeans as communicative act, writing can
needs more than a unified point; it needs @evelop social relationship and social expectation
reasonable organization or sequence. Theecause writing is one of the tools of
students have to organize their ideas into gommmunication.
paragraphs; the students have to make their Furthermore, writing is an essential
writing readable. Organizing a paragraph is thaspect of interaction on language teaching beside
same as organizing an essay. To write r@ading and speaking. The students learn it,
descriptive paragraph, the students can organizecause it can be used to practice grammatical
their ideas by identifying the topic and give theules. Harris (1997:38) states that “the students
descriptions about the topic. Third, the studentsan use writing to express their ideas, opinions,
found difficulties in grammar. Grammarrealities, and point of view. People can
difficulties will influence certain patterns of howcommunicate a variety of messages known
words are put together to form the correateaders or unknown readers by writing. Such
sentences. It will make the ideas do develop wetommunication is extremely important in the
Fourth, when students proceed writingnodern world, whether the interaction takes the
something, many problems could be foundorm of most technologically advanced electronic
Some students are lack of vocabularies and theail”. In  conclusion, writing is as a
also have difficulties in developing their ideazommunicative activity needs to be encourages
related to their topic. Some students are still inurtured during the language learners’ course of
doubt with choosing the correct words whilestudy.
composing descriptive text. Lack of vocabularies Myles (2002:1) notes that “the ability to
made student confused in developing their ideasrite well is not a naturally acquired skill; it is
In this case the students have to choose correstually learned or culturally transmitted as a set
words that they need. Fifth, students’ difficultie®f practices in formal instructional settings or
on spelling, punctuation and capitalizationother environments. Writing skills must be
Based on this phenomenon, it can be concludedacticed and learned trough experience”.
that students make some mistakes in mechamased on the ideas above, the researcher
aspect. Spelling, punctuation and capitalizatioconcludes that writing is a thinking process, a
difficulties can also affect the meaning of theransaction with words followed by a physical
sentences in a paragraph; they make the readet. It requires practice to communicate and
confused on the contiguity meaning of thenake contacts from the writer to the reader. In
sentences even of the paragraph. Unfortunatethjs writing activity the writer follows the rules
many students are not interested in writing aboof grammar, spelling, punctuation and sentence
something, even though it is about their lifestructure.
They prefer reading and speaking to writing. AKnapp and Watkins (2005:95) state “the genres
stated before, writing is more difficult thanof describing are one of the fundamental
others since it needs more aspects. It involvégnctions of any language system and one of the
many different elements such as grammafirst skills emergent language users learn to
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control’. They also state that “descriptiongonsists of description, characteristics, definitio
enable the categorisation or classification of amf something, object or person. Then, this
almost infinite range of experiencesdescriptive text is usually in simple present tense
observations and interaction into a system thétis necessary for the teacher to make teaching
orders them either objectively or subjectivelyand learning writing descriptive text more
depending on the learning areaor intent of thiateresting.
writer”. Based on the definitions above, it can be
Based on the national curriculum KTSRconcluded that descriptive text is the text that
(School Based Curriculum) 2006, the aindescribes something in order the readers or
teaching writing at senior high school is that thésteners are able to get the same sense as what
students are able to write a simple descriptiwlhe writer experienced with his/her six senses:
text. The skill to write descriptive text is taughtooks, smells, feels, acts, tastes, and sounds. It
at the first year. Sudarwati and Eudia (2007:113elps another to understand your experience.
137) state that “the targets of teaching writinghe description of place is bringing the student
descriptive text for the first year students ointo the situation where they have been there.
senior high school are (1) the students are abAecording to Knapp and Watkins (2005) “a
to describe animals and people, (2) the studemdsscription of place can include physical and
are able to describe their school, (3) the studerdgmotional description. A description of place
are able to describe places”. sometimes includes descriptions of objects
They also propose the characteristics of @and/or people that may be associated with the
descriptive text such as: first, Using specifiplace”. It means that by giving complete
words to state the controlling the idea; seconéhformation about the place it more interesting by
limiting the description of a place in terms ofincluding details that express feelings about this
time of day and season of the year. Get thapecial place. Furthermore, researcher gives them
subject into focus before starting describingsome questions to help the students to write
Third, choose the word carefully; using theeffectively, such as; what do you think about the
words and phrase that convey sharp descriptiptace? How is the interior and exterior design?
images with many kinds of words, not justWhat did you like about it, etc.
adjectives; fourth, describing a person not by The generic structure of the descriptive
simply compiling a list of his or her physicaltext is different from other texts. There are two
appearances; clarifying the central impression afiain components in the generic structure of
the reason and then developing the centrdescriptive text. They are identification and
impression with clear descriptive details. Fifthdescription. Gerot and Peter (1994:208) mention
do not really just a few descriptive details tdahat “there are two components in the descriptive
convey the central impression. Sixth, do not bixt: first, identification; identifies phenomenon
confused of objective description with subjecto be described, and description; describes parts,
description. In objective description, the objectjualities, and characteristics”. The identification
being described becomes more important tharsually occurs in the first paragraph and the
perception of the object. description stated in the continuing paragraph.
Descriptive text usually have ownThe description consists of three parts: the parts
specific features as follows: first, make use off the place, the quality of the place and the
adjectives and adverbs. Second, Use compariscmaracteristic of the place.
to help picture it-something is like something. Sudarwati and Eudia (2005:27) mention
Third, Employ students’ five sense- how it feelsthat “there are two components of the generic
smells, looks, sounds and tastes. (Taken frostructure of descriptive text. They are
Modul Bahasa Inggris 2008). identification; identify phenomenon to be
Descriptive text is very much differentdescribed and description; describes parts,
from the other kinds of text. Descriptive text igqualities, and characteristics”. They add that “the
the text that describes something. Wyrickanguage features for descriptive text are focus
(1987:227) states, “The writer of descriptioron specific participants, use of attributive and
creates a word-picture of persons, places, objecidentifying process, frequently use classifiers in
and emotions using a careful selection of detallominal groups, and use of Simple present
to make an impression on the reader.” From thense”.
explanation above it can be concluded that Good organization helps the reader better
descriptive writing is a kind of writing that understand the ideas presented. The descriptive
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writing is organized according to how the persorifom room to room. Knapp and Watkins (2005:

place, or object exists in the real world. FoB0) said that “organizing writing according to

example, a description of house might begin witharts of the whole helps a reader to better
the outside, then move to the inside, and procegi$ualize the items being described”.

The components of writing descriptive are develgpaeas, organizing ideas, grammar, vocabulary
and mechanics. For detail, it can be seen on tlwwiag table:

Table 1
Indicators of Descriptive text
The Content Indicator Sub-Indicator
1. Developing| 1. Paragraph Unity a. topic
Ideas b. topic sentence
C. supporting sentence
d. concluding sentence
2. Coherence a. the sentence hold together
b. understandable
2. Organizing| 1. Coherences a. repeat key words from senterce
Ideas to sentence
b. use pronoun for preceding key
term
c. use demonstrative adjective
use connecting words
2. ldentification a. identify the name of place and
location
b. describe the complete features of
the place
3. Description Parts, Qualities and Characteristics
3. Grammar 1. Simple Present tense a. to describe actions or conditions
that are usual, habitual or
permanent
b. to state general / truth
c. for future action on schedule
time
2.Relational verbs d. for future action in certain time
relational verbs used when
classifying and describing
appereances/qualities and
parts/functions of phenomena (s,
are, has, have)
used to add extra informtion fo
3. Adjective words nouns and may be technical,
everyday or literally, depending an
the text.
4. Vocabulary | 1. Word choices Choose the appropriate and
accurate words to express ideas.
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2. Amount of Vocabulary, 200 words

5. Mechanics | 1. Punctuation a. comma

b. Period

c. the colon

d. semicolon

e. apostrophe

f. Quotation marks
g. the dash

2. Capitalization a. capitalize the first word in
sentence

b. capitalize pronoun |
c. capitalize the titles df
composition

d. capitalize the proper noun
e. capitalize name of detail, title
month, day, specific group or
people, geographic areas, and
specific structures.

D

3. Spelling Avoid misspelling

From the indicatores above, it lead to therganization” . In this case, students doing the
data description and able to answer the reseaitiinking process through descriptive writing.
guestions. This indicator helps the researcher abBescriptive text is a kind of writing that consists
the scorers to score the students’ test. From thasfe description, characteristics, definition of
indicators, the researcher can see the studeastsnething, object or something. Descriptive
skill through their test and analyze it based a@n thwriting also involves putting across feelings,
indicators. describing place, things and object. In this case

According to Brown (2001) “writing is the researcher is going to describe the students’
thinking process, because writing is a process skill in writing descriptive text based on their
putting ideas down on paper to transform thoughtriting test result.
into words and give them structure and coherent
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Figure
Students’ Writing Skill
Indicators
l l ; l l
Developing Organizing Using Using Developing
Grammar Vocabulary
Mechanics

\ 4

Descriptive Writing

A

Description of Students’ Writing Skill of

Descriptive Text

Descriptive text is the text that describeshe detail of the place in the supporting
something in order the readers or listener are algaragraph. In writing descriptive text the students
to get the same sense as what the writeave to use an appropriate grammar, in this case
experienced with his or her six senses: looksimple present tense. In composing the text,
smells, feels, acts, tastes, and sounds. In this catudents have to choose the appropriate and
the topic of the writing text is about the plaae. |accurate words to express the ideas. In
writing descriptive text the students have tonechanics component, students have to use the
fulfill the five components of writing, they are good punctuation, spelling and capitalization. By
developing ideas, organizing ideas, grammaanhalyzing the five components of the students’
vocabulary and mechanics. descriptive text, the researcher can see the

Developing ideas is the most importanstudents’ skill in writing descriptive text.
thing to the students in writing descriptive text. In the discussion section will discuss the
By developing the ideas, the students can makestdents’ result test and their skill in writingeth
good writing text and develop their ideas clearlgescriptive text. The students’ scores in writing
in each paragraph. In organizing ideas, studerdsscriptive text were presented in the following
have to identify the name of place and descrilmescriptions
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Table 2

Students’ total scores for each component of vwgitascriptive text

N | Category Developing Organizing | Grammar Vocabulary | Mechanics
0 Ideas Ideas

1 | Excellent 4 14.2% 3 10.7%
2 | Good 8 | 28.5% 10 | 35.7 |2 71% | 9 32.1%| 2 7.1%

%

3 | Satisfactory | 13 46.4% 12 42821 | 75% 15 | 53.5%] 15 53.5%
%

4 | Weak 7| 25% 6 214|1 35% | 4 14.2%| 8 28.5%
%

5 | Poor

28| 100% | 28| 100% 28] 1009 28 1009 28 100%

Table 2 presents the students’ scores fonechanic component. From the explanation
each component of descriptive writing. It can babove, it shows the students’ scores for each
said that none of students get poor score for eacbmponent analyzed in students’ descriptive
component. However, None of the student gatriting. Most of the students got satisfactory for
excellent for vocabulary, developing ideas, andrganizing idea, developing idea, vocabulary,
organizing ideas component. On the other hamggammar and mechanic. It means that the
there were 10.7% who students got excellent fetudents ability of those four components were
Mechanic component and 14,2% students faatisfactory.
grammar component. For good category, there In the second test, the students still
were 35.7% students who got good focomposed a descriptive text with the same topic
organizing ideas, 28.5% for developing ideagbout the place. The students were not allowed to
32.1% for Vocabulary, 7.1% for Grammar and &vrite the same title as the first test. Before the
1% for mechanics component. For satisfactomyriting activity began, the researcher reminded
category, there were 42.8% for organizing idedhe student about the component and the theory
46.4% for developing idea, 53.5% forof writing descriptive text. They were not
vocabulary, 5% for grammar and 53.5% foallowed to take their test home. The researcher
mechanic component. On the other hand, fgrovides the time for the writing descriptive text
weak category, there are 21.4% for organizing about 90 minutes and composes a text within
idea, 25% for developing idea, 14.2% fo200 words.
vocabulary, 3.5% for grammar and 20.5% for
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The students’ scores in writing descriptive textaveresented in the following description.

Table 3
Students score for each component of paragraph
N| Category Organizing| Developing | Vocabulary | Grammar Mechanics
0 Ideas Ideas
1| Excellent _ 0.0% 0.0% | 0.0%| - 0.0% 2 7.1%
2| Good 11 39.2| 12 428 | 13 46.5|5 17.8% | 6 21.4%
% %
3| Satisfactor | 9 32.1|8 28,5 | 15 535 |16 | 57.1% | 18 64.2%
y % % %
4| Weak 8 28.5| 8 285 | _ _ 6 21.4% | 2 7.1%
% %
5| Poor _ 0.0% 0.0% | 0.0%| 0.0% _ 0.0%
28 100 | 28 100%| 28 100 | 28 | 100% | 28 100%
% %

Table 3 present the students’ score for ea@9.2% students got good for organizing ideas.
component of the descriptive text. It can be sedfor vocabulary component there are 46.4%
that only one of the students got excellent fastudents got good score and there are 64.2% of
mechanic component. There are 42.8% of thbe students got satisfactory for grammar
students got good score for developing ideaspmponent.

II' DISCUSSION

There are five main components in thigood topic sentence. However, they were unable
research that were analyzed to get the categorytofdevelop it into a good paragraph. it also found
decriptive text writen by grade Xl the students aothat some students were not has a paragraph
MAN 2 Padang. They are developing ideasynity, according to Barnet and Stubbs (1990:105)
organizing ideas, grammar, vocabulary anti good paragraph has unity (it makes one point,
mechanics. These components analyzedt it indicates where one unit of the topic begins
according to five categories: Excellent, goodand ends)”. To have a paragraph unity a student
satisfactory, weak and poor. has to support the ideas into the sentences. For
1. Developing Ideas example in the first test found some

The topics that were given to theuninformative text. So, the readers were not
students were considered familiar to the studentsaught the idea of the writing text. The students
However, the research still found some studendsimit that this problems due to the difficulties of
who unable develop their ideas well. It might béransforming the ideas from the mind into written
because they do not understand/know how text.
develop the ideas. The students said that they h&adOrganizing ideas
studied how to make a good descriptive writing Based on the findings, the students faced
text. But, in practice, they were not success fdlifficulties in organizing the ideas because they
compose a good writing descriptive text. Thelo not know how to deliver it in English. Many
first problem is dealing with developing ideasof the students failed to organize the text well. |
They confessed that they familiar with the topids related to the use of coherence of descriptive
i.e the place. They already wrote the object, bwiriting. They must compose the writing by
in their writing there were only a small numbempplying the correct coherences, so the students
of ideas presented. They were able to composean bring the real situation to the writing works.
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Reep (2009:82) states that “a paragraph achiewisscribes events period of time. In fact, only
coherence when the sentences proceed insmall numbers of the students used chronological
sequence that supports one point at a timerder. The students confessed that these occurred
Transitional, or connecting, words and phrasdsecause they did not write the outline before
facilitate coherence by showing the relationshiprrite the text and did not a list of ideas first.
between ideas and by creating a smooth flow dhey directly write the ideas coming to their
sentences”. In organizing the ideas the studentsnd. So, it makes their text did not organized
have to use two components of generic structuveell and many repetition of ideas presented.
of writing descriptive, they are identification and3. Vocabulary
description. Many of the students have poor choice of
Gerot and Peter (1994:208) mention thawords. The ideas of the students are too general.
“there are two components in the descriptivd might be because the students do not know
text, (1) identification; identifies phenomenon tanany vocabularies in English, lack of practices
be described, and (2) description; describes partsd faced difficulties in learning English. Stahl
gualities, and characteristics”. In identification2005) says that “vocabulary is the knowledge of
component, the student has to identifywvords and word meanings and also puts
phenomenon to be described. It means that, wocabulary knowledge as the knowledge of a
description component, the student has tword not only implies a definition, but also
describe parts, qualities and characteristics @f timplies how that word fits into the context”.
objects. After analyzed the organizing ideaBnfortunately, few of students put the words
components, it found that there are so manyhich were unsuitable contextually. It makes the
students faced difficulties organized the texteader should re-read the text in order to
well. First, they were able to identify the placecomprehend the idea. Even, the students also use
They were able to mention the object, place, ttrme Indonesian language if they did not know
name and the location. However, they can nbibw to say the words in English. It means that
mention the location only; they have to give théhe students have to enrich their vocabularies.
related information about the object. Second,he Students only got the vocabulary input when
after identify the place the student has tthe teacher explains the material jot down for
organize it with describe part, qualities and ththem.
complete features from the object itself in orde4. Grammar
to inform the reader. Unfortunately, they were There are only few mistakes found in
unable to describe the place well. Sometimes, tiggammar component. It might be because the
students cannot organize the paragraph weleénses used in the descriptive text are simple
seems that they cannot develop the ideas of theentences which are considered easy for the
writing well. Beside identification and students.
description component, in organizing ideas th& Mechanics
students also have to pay attention to the Meanwhile, the student did not have
chronological order to their text. Chronologicalifficulties of putting punctuation and
order is order by time; it uses to explain theapitalization. But sometimes they misspelled
process, for example where is Yos Sudardmecause different between the pronunciation and
hospital taken place? The students can use: firstiitten form of a word. It is reflected in their
second, next, etc to explain about the future afriting text. They only had a few error
the places. Chronological order also used tmechanics.

I METHOD

This research is descriptive quantitativeéeports collected through questionnaires or
research. The purpose of the research is to gamerviews or through observation”. Then Gay
information about phenomena in order t@nd Airasian (2000:11) state that “quantitative
describe existed condition in the field. Gawpproaches are wused to describe current
(2005:208) states that “descriptive quantitativeonditions, investigate relationships, and study
research involves collecting numerical data toause-effect phenomena”. Quantitative
test hypotheses or answer questions concernidgscriptive or survey research involves collecting
current status conducted either through selffata in order to answer questions about the
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current status of the subject or topic of study arstudents ability in writing descriptive text, they
obtain information about preferences, attitudesnly produced about 200 words. According to
practices, concerns or interest of some group @eir (1993:97) e”ach task of each student should
people. be scored independently (as many scores as
The research was intensed and mongossible should be involved in the same
detailed into the efforts in the examining abouassessment of each students’ work)”.
grammar, mechanics, vocabulary and th&he participans of this research was the second
development of ideas in writing descriptive textgrade students of MAN 2 Padang. They wrote
In this study the researcher analyzed theéescriptive text in their writing activities. Inigh
students’ difficulties in composing descriptivecase they focused in using the correct grammar,
text. Then the researcher examined the problemmechanics, vocabulary and develop their ideas
that they face. This research contained deep aimio a good text.
reaches description and it was more concerned The data were collected from the test of
with process than specifying outcome or producthe writing of the students at grade XI of MAN 2
Then the data was analyzed inductively t®adang randomly. The researcher asked the
provide meaning, where the researcher worked students to write a descriptive text; she also gave
collect data and to find the relevant informatiorthe title of the writing in order to make them easy
and get the conclusion (Syah Nur 2006). Thi® express their ideas. The data were collected
research was conducted at grade Xl the studefitsm the students’ writing test by giving enough
of Madrasah Aliyah Negri 2 Padang. At gradéme, and then the researcher collected the
Xl, one class consists of 40 students, there wengiting.
9 classes which study English in the first year. After getting and collecting the data, the
These 9 classes were handled by three teacheesearcher described the students’ writing in
and each teacher taught three classes. developing ideas, organizing the ideas, using
In this research the researcher used tlggammar, using vocabulary and using mechanics
writing test as the instrument. The topic of thef descriptive text wrote by the students at grade
test was about the place, suchHmise, School, XI MAN 2 Padang. Quantitative method was
Mosque, Plazaetc. The topic was chosen by thaised to analyze the students’ writing test. The
students about the place that they are interestaspects which were: developing ideas, organizing
in. The teachers gave the students 60 minutesiti?as, grammar, vocabulary and mechanics were
write their descriptive writing text. The wordsscored by the people who competent in scoring
were about 200 words. According to thdhe test. The students’ tests were scored by
curriculum, the students expected to write 35people who have good competencies in writing,
words. From the teacher’s information about thsuch as lecturers of English.

IV CONCLUSIONS
Based on findings, it can be concluded that th@d) The students applied correct grammar,

quality of the students test is satisfactory. Thmaybe because the grammar for descriptive text
students still have problem in composing thes simple present tense. in this case is simple

text. present tense in writing a descriptive text.

(1) The students were still unable to transfefb) Meanwhile, they were able to put
and develop their idea into a written form well ifmechanics; punctuation, spelling and
composing a text. capitalization in their writing well.

(2) The students failed to show well-organizedt occurred not only because of the students’
writing. They did not use identification andfailure in following the order of writing process

description process on writing appropriatelybut also because of less effort. They rarely
They not follow the order of writing process.practice writing and a good text in and out
They did not write a list of their ideas; they justlassroom. They already know the rules of
directly wrote what they thought withoutwriting but still unable to apply it. Those

planning. problems make their writing skill is still weak.

(3) The students have insufficient vocabularies.

They put the words which were unsuitable

contextually.
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